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Cool Canyon Nights at McKelligon offer music and scenery
By MArio SiMENtAl
The Prospector
Every Thursday night for the past
six weeks, the Cool Canyon Nights
concert series, held at the McKelligon
Canyon Amphitheater, has hosted
various local musicians and attracted
crowds looking for an inexpensive
night of fun.
Veronica Hernandez, event manager for Cool Canyon Nights, is enthusiastic about the venue. She feels it
is perfect for a night out to enjoy free
music in the vast outdoors.
“What inspires this concert series
is really to get people motivated to do
more in El Paso, a lot of people think
there’s not enough to do, (but) you
know what, there’s a lot of free things
to do,” Hernandez said. “Cool Canyon
Nights, it’s free, it’s up here in McKelligon Canyon, we want people who
haven’t been up here to be able to see
the venue, it’s beautiful.”
Adrian Bermudez, former UTEP
student, agrees with Hernandez.
“(McKelligon Canyon is) an
amazing place for concerts to play
around here,” he said. “It’s a really
big open space for El Pasoans to
come and enjoy free concerts and
have a good time.”
Carlos Padilla and Lydia Santoscoy,
both nursing majors at UTEP, attend
the concert series regularly. They
said that McKelligon Canyon has become their favorite dating spot. They
feel McKelligon offers a friendly and

pleasant ambiance that keeps them
coming back.
“It’s a place I always go to, and that
they have music here makes it even
better. I see people I haven’t seen in a
long time and the fans are really nice,
it’s something to do,” Santoscoy said.
“I like the enthusiasm of everybody
who comes here to have a good time,
there’s no fights, it’s very pleasant.”
Hernandez said the popularity
that the amphitheater has achieved
with its music angle is due to its appeal to families and a younger audience. She looks forward to using the
venue’s unique location to attract
various musicians.
“In the future, we hope to expand
the number of weeks that we have up
here, we want to bring as many free
shows as we can, bringing a little bit
more of an national and regional talent out,” Hernandez said. “Right now,
we are very local and we want to continue that home-grown feel, but definitely try to add a few more acts that
are headliners.”
Joe Barron, lead singer of the Joe
Barron Band, said the first time
the band performed at McKelligon
was their fifth or sixth show back
in 2011. This time they returned to
play the main stage June 28 and said
they hoped to play McKelligon for
years to come.
“It’s great being in this atmosphere, you know, with the mountains as our backdrop and then being on an outdoor stage,” Barron
said. “I think you feel it a little bit
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Mario Otero performed at Cool Canyon nights July 5. The concert series is held at 6 p.m. Thursdays at mcKelligon Canyon
Amphitheater until August 30.
more than playing at the bars and
stuff, it all depends on the crowd,
but as soon as we stepped on this
stage today they were just like boom,
it’s just a much cooler atmosphere.”
Hernandez believes the venue has a
lot to offer to the public. He said being
outside of the familiar city and getting

to enjoy El Paso’s natural habitats are
a great draw to the event.
“The main draw I think, I can’t
speak enough to the venue, it’s so natural up here,” Hernandez said. “Once
the sun goes down and the music
starts, it’s just so beautiful up here. I
really think that the fact that it’s free

really helps out. It’s just a beautiful
place to be and great to hang out.”
Cool Canyon Nights will continue
at 6 p.m. every Thursday until August 30. Benny Marchant and John
McLaughlin will perform in the main
stage July 12.
Mario Simental may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Artist

local folksinger overcomes accident, keeps singing

KArinA rodriguez/ The Prospector

Emily Davis, local folksinger, is working on an upcoming single and is scheduled to perform at Black market July 14.

By ANdrEA ACoStA
The Prospector
On her way to a show during her
tour, Emily Davis, a 22-year-old El
Paso folksinger, was involved in
a car accident in South Carolina,
right outside of Charleston. Davis
decided not to cancel the rest of her
shows. She left her destroyed car behind and hopped on a Greyhound
bus to make sure she’d make each
of the remaining shows. She wasn’t
severely injured in the crash.

Davis, who holds a degree in theater from EPCC and is a Chapin High
School graduate, has made the rounds
across local music stages and festivals
such as the recent Neon Desert Music
Festival and El Paso Downtown Street
Festival.
“I’m a gambler and a risk taker, and
that’s how I want to live,” she said. “It
was the right decision to make and it
was totally worth it.”
Davis has now recorded and
composed two albums and toured
through places like Austin, Philadel-

phia and Chicago, but Davis’ passion
for music began at an early age. She
began playing the drums at the age of
11, the guitar at 13 and she composed
her first song at 15. She said she grew
up enjoying music and loving to sing
for an audience.
“I have always sung, mostly not because I think I’m good or bad, but it’s
something I like to do,” Davis said. “I
think even if I had a bad voice I would
still sing just because I love it.”
Davis classifies her musical style as
a mix of folk, acoustic and indie.

Although she did say that her first
folk-pop album, “No Real Destination” is very different from her second
album “Dark Matter,” mainly because
she likes to try different themes and
rhythms with her songs.
“I really like my second album and
I’m very proud of it, mainly because
I like the evolution it took on,” Davis
said. “Folk-pop is something that has
been done before, which is why I like
something done a little bit more edgy
and subjects that are morbid and
challenging to write.”
Her latest album’s cohesive and
aggressive folk sound is reflected in
songs like “Blood Red Sea,” “Diablo”
and “Little Box.” They all have different folk rhythms, such as folk-rock
with psychedelic keys, bluegrass
mixed with ‘60s’ rap and folk-punk.
Davis said this variety makes the
sound a lot more interesting.
Freshman and criminal justice major, Teresa Durkin, said that she first
heard Davis at this year’s Neon Desert
Music Festival.
“I really liked her combination of
strumming and chords, she is a really
unique folk singer,” Durkin said.
Davis said she is glad her music is
making her a part of the city’s music
scene.
“It was really cool performing at the
Neon Desert this year, to be a part of
something that is helping expand the
El Paso music scene,” Davis said. “It
was really amazing to see a lot of El
Paso bands get a stage in front of a lot
of people that deserve it and hearing

bands that I’ve never heard of and experiencing their sound.”
Although Davis has two albums under her belt, a Facebook page with over
3,000 likes, a YouTube account with
over 6,000 subscribers with a total of
two million views from fans from all
around the world, her journey has taken hard work and dedication.
“I’m very humble that people
choose to listen to my music wherever they are from,” Davis said. “It’s
surreal and overwhelming how much
feedback I’m getting from all over the
world, people from Russia and Argentina comment on my page, places
that I’ve never visited before or performed in.”
Davis’ plans for the future include
being able to tour more often, recording albums and making music.
“I think I will never be able not to
create music. It’s very much a part of
who I am. To take that away from me
it would be like cutting my head off
and I very much need that,” Davis
said. “But I would love to tour; it’s a
very exhilarating experience and the
best kind of drug that you can get.”
Davis is currently in the process
of releasing a new duet single. She is
scheduled to perform at Black Market on July 14. For more information,
visit Facebook.com/eDavismusic.
Andrea Acosta may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

aWard WaTch lisT
fooTball: senior cenTer eloy aTKinson has been naMed To The riMinGTon TroPhy WaTch lisT For The
2012 season. The TroPhy is PresenTed annUally To The MosT oUTsTandinG cenTer in division 1-a FooTball.
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Soccer

Patriots fall in final minutes, lose chance at postseason play
By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector
The El Paso Patriots lost their
chance to reach the USL (United
Soccer Leagues) Premier Development League playoffs, after falling
1-0 in the 89th minute of their match
against division rivals Austin Aztex
July 8 at Patriots Stadium.
“We had to win–a loss or a draw at
home weren’t going to be enough,”
said Patriots head coach Hugo Sámano. “Now we have to play and win the
two last games of the season.”
With playoff implications at stake, it
was an intense game from the starting
kickoff as both teams tried to monopolize possession of the ball.
In the 89th minute, defender Pablo
Rodriguez became the villain of the
game as he lost the ball inside the box
to Aztex forward Callum Riley, who
forced the goalie to come out of his
position. Riley quickly passed the ball
to Will Morse, who simply needed to
touch the ball into the net for the lone
score of the game.
The Patriots started off strong and
tried to catch the defense off guard
in the sixth minute, sending a cross
from a quick free kick, but goalkeeper
Devin Cook punched the ball out of
the box. The Aztex responded several
minutes later with an attempt on goal

by forward Khiry Shelton, but was
easily secured by Patriots goalie Victor Rodriguez.
In the 16th minute, Aztex midfielder Zach Garcia, committed a hard foul
and was shown the first yellow card of
the match. From that moment on, the
game became more physical as the
teams fought for ball possession.
Although the Aztex had a better approach on the attack, they just weren’t
able to take shots on goal, unlike the
Patriots who had efforts on goal from
Campos, left winger Sergio Villaseñor
and midfielder Naoyas Aizawa, all in
a span of six minutes.
On the 33rd minute, defender Adrian Moreno was booked after committing a hard foul on Aztex forward Kekuta Manneh.
The Patriots quickly tried to grab
the lead early in the second half. In
the 48th and 49th minutes, the home
side missed two headers from Villaseñor and forward Guillermo Salas, and
the misses allowed Austin to surprise
the Patriots with a quick counterattack. Manneh made a run from the
right to cut into the box and passed
the ball to Shelton, who took a poor
shot, missing just wide of the goal.
In the 59th minute, Patriots defender Benjamin Vasquez blocked a

see PATRiOTS on page 8
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The El Paso Patriots needed to win their final three games of the season to secure a spot in the playoffs, but after falling 1-0
to the austin aztex July 8 at Patriots stadium, all they have left to play for is pride. The Patriots will finish their season with backto-back home games July 13 and 14.

Basketball

Size and youth adds depth to the Miners’ 2012 recruiting class
By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector

sPecial To The ProsPecTor

Top: Center Matt Willms, who stands 7 feet 1 inch tall, was recruited out of Findlay
Prep in henderson, nev. bottom: sophomore guard McKenzie Moore speaks to local
media. Moore transfered to UTeP after the 2011 fall semester.

Men’s basketball head coach Tim
Floyd keeps overhauling his team and
he now welcomes the additions of
sophomore guard McKenzie Moore
and freshman center Matt Willms to
help the team improve from their 1517 campaign in 2011-12.
Moore, who grew up in the San
Francisco area, had originally committed to St. Mary’s College in Moraga, Calif., but couldn’t manage to get
the grades he needed to get into the
school.
“I verbally committed there when I
was a sophomore. I love that school,
it’s like right around the corner from
my house,” Moore said. “Just couldn’t
get my grades right at that time, so I
had to see what else was out there.”
That’s when Floyd and UTEP came
into play. After his visit to the border
city, he spoke with the coaching staff
and was convinced that UTEP was
the right fit for him. He transferred
prior to UTEP the spring semester.
“When I first came here, I really
liked it, it was something new and
very calm,” Moore said. “It is perfect
to focus on my game and become a
better player and person.”
For Moore, last season had its obstacles, having to sit in the stands unable to help his teammates. NCAA
transfer rules require a student-athlete to spend one full academic year
in residence at their new school before being eligible to compete.
Moore will be able to play in December at the end of the upcoming
fall semester, just a few weeks after the
start of the season.
Moore feels that working with
Floyd and assistant coach Greg Fos-

ter, will really help him to improve
defensively and in some offensive areas such as his pull-up jumpers and in
helping other teammates.
Moore will also work very close
with academic tutors to help him in
his classes and make sure he is eligible
for the entirety of the season.
The last player to be recruited by
the Miners for the 2012-13 season,
is 7-footer Matt Willms, a native of
Lemington, Ontario, Canada, who
came from Findlay Prep in Henderson, Nev. Findlay Prep has had players commit to schools like University of Nevada-Las Vegas, San Diego
State, Ohio State and Arizona.
Willms started playing hockey from
a very early age, but as time went on
he lost interest in the sport.
At age 12, Willms exchanged the
skates for the hoops and once he realized his potential, he decided to move
to Detroit to play in a school that
could allow him to improve and play
at the collegiate level. Willms moved
from Detroit to Henderson at the age
of 14.
For Willms, the most important aspect is to get bigger, improve on his
low-post game and be ready to play
against tougher competition this season. He said he wants to gain around
20 pounds.
“I want to win the conference, I
want it this year, I want it next year, I
want it every year,” Willms said. “We
really have to push each other to win,
get to the tournament and see what
we can do.”
Willms, also received offers from
Long Beach State, UNLV, Missouri,
Providence and Marquette. None of
those schools could persuade him
to commit, but during his official
visit to El Paso, he committed with

the Miners. Willms stated that after
speaking with the coaches, he knew
the program was heading in the right
direction.
The Miners are hoping to get contributions from both players. Moore
is looking to help fill the void left
by former Miner and current Denver Nugget Julian Stone at the point
guard position and Willms will add
height to a team that currently only
has two other players over 6 feet 10
inches tall.
“It’s going to be a great season, I
know we have a bunch of hard workers with great energy on the board, we
are going at it every day,” Willms said.
“I think it’s going to be a great turnaround for El Paso.”
Edwin Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

MaTT WillMs 41
Freshman / center
height: 7’1”
Weight: 210 lbs.

MCKEnziE MoorE 13
sophomore / Guard
height: 6’6”
Weight: 190 lbs.

